
Men of 27th
Rebuke Critics
Of Brest Camp

"Barking Up the Wrong
Tree.** Is Answer When
Informed of Complaints

Test Shows No Abuses

Physician Brines Figures
to Disprove the Charges
of Abnormal Mortality

This ia the fifth of a seines of
special cabla' by Tribune corre¬

sponder' s detailed to investigate
American embarka-

in France. Some of
ihc.<t camps have been severely
. and condemned as

"death holes." This cabled article
awes additional information on

conditions at Brent, dwelling par-
/ upon the health of the

men. and its care in the camip.
Brest is the camp that has come

under some of the most adverse
criticism on this side. The re-

.' the investigation of an-

vrrespondent will be pub¬
lished to-morrow.

By \Vilbur Forrest
New York Tribune

Special Cable Service

(Copyright 1919 N«!W Tort Tribuno ínc )

TANEZEN CAMP. Brest, Fob.

«22.Many hundreds of New York Na¬

tional Guardsmen passed through the

great - plant here to-day,
and took their places in the barracks,
ready to march to the embarkation

piers.
As a test of the criticism cabled

here from Washington I watched
these New Yorkers go through the

process, to ascertain if, as alleged,
the mer. were forced to disrobe and

stand exposed in the open air. I

saw none undress out in the open, but

j saw discard their battle

soiled clothing under roofs of sub-
-ures that were

Bdequal
Each man placed his clothing on a

small car in a space numbered to

correspond '-umber in the
room. Under-

wear ai were thrown into
to be seer, by the

«garments went

t0 a ,.:¦ and '-re men

Wl re COuiu ¡ted ''a:hs.
[n a brief time they were conducted

'.o another room, where in spaces cor-

responding numerically to their for-
air places in the first room they
(mad clean underwear, socks and
tkeir renovated outer

:al examination
tin whether the proc-

ns had ". successful with each man.

Then they were marched to clean bar-
racks.the last step before they go
aboard t g liner which, in a few

neward bound.

Officers Praise
Camp Conditions

I ask ral officers of the 27th
a to-day, including a colonel

sr.d a -x they and the men

ited. The response was

ite and satisfactory. The colo-

""
rr.. at we have been very

»creea': 1, after the reports
»e havi

T.".e g -' marked:
"I dor.': see how it could be made

*E7 better. The men are comfortable.
taey hav>? plenty of good food, and
'¦aey are tickled to death that they are

I asked r^any privates and non-com-
sissioned officers to speak out their
»oplainta, and, as on former occa-

.ioas, I could not find one who con-
ísssed himself to be low in spirit or
íiiíatisñed.
"Do you kr.ow," I said, "that at home

toey are saying this camp is the
*«.* 'he!! hole' in the world, and a

^agrace to America?" .

Well, then," returned a priavte of
*. 305th Infantry, "they are barking
3? the wror.i»
^hiie dining in camp kitchen No. 11

"¦°*day '-'¦ -' below the rank of
*<Vor I saw a wounded private of the
Mb Division hobble in with an escort-!
"? Mr*-'' --ke his place beside
*«rs at a long table, and then I was
¦*.'! that this privilège was extended1
4 ':; . n T.o save them the
..^rw of marching to meus wir.l. the
u* members of their units. The ser-
***0T. with the wounded man was a

fanent member of General Butler's
"*.. tad fatal ed especially to see that
^* Bounded comrade was well cared

^y One Negro
?**ed to Go Hungry

'al camp inspection
t under Lieutenant

Ä: r*5! --Und. Ohio, a:
^¡j**r of the inspector general's
*fcji * . -".' soldiers wa*

If the men were¡S?* eat
|fi««**red "Yes" except one lanky

tm£l . ». «uh, dry don't

Ho». ' 'ï','/'- git enough to eat,

non-com spoke up:
Si,::.1"''. OS to da.t nig-****?/' "*¦ d* «atinest niggah I

*n» kl'Jr' '" h<-''1 .»* "p àU
sad all, la two

^^m***fi ramp wM besieged by
andW¿;,;'' bune corre-

BBBBBBs» n»4 b««n investigating for
J* tav '; '«>abi« yet to

*£.' .«hold» the |
***<w'-' ' " <"*'-'. in hnutrU*.
.»& ., ', '-'inp may have

!%*>, »iî «aas« for com

****> i bolurv« (km New York

Charles M. Schwab, president of the Bethlehem Steel Corporation, w ho retur from France
on the White Star liner Olympic, surrounded by a group of soldiers.

troops soon to land in Hoboken vril
uphold this contention.

Physician Brings
Official Data Home

Dr. F. B. Dutcher. for many month
the chief medical officer at the Fonta
nezen embarkation camp hero, saile
yesterday aboard the Aquitania,
Though denying any official missiot

otherwise than that no is ordered fc
n new post, the physician carries ti
America statistical data which he be
lievea will put at rest anxiety regard
ing the allegations of abnormal sicl
and death rates in America's larges
military camp.

Since Brest became the large-t neel
of Uncle Sam's military bottle, begin
ning in December, 1917, and continuing
to the present, 800,000 men have passet
through it to or from America. Unti
the middle .r November, 1918, a ma

jority were arrivals. Since then th«
influx has ceased, and the machinen
of Brest and the Pontanezen camp ha:
been reversed to handle the outflow.

2;023 American Deaths
Up to February 4

Since Brest first became a'; "Amèri
car." port, up to February 4 2,02c
American deaths have been recorded
This figuro includes the port of Bresi
and the Pontanezen camp combined
Seventeen hundred and twenty-sever
deaths occurred during September anc

October, 1918, as a result of the greal
epidemic of influenza. Five hundred
and ten men were brought ashore deac
from transports, while 1,217 died in the
port hospitals within five days aftet
landing, indicating that they contracted
disease at 3
Thus, according to Dr. Dutcher's

figures, only 296
to be charged against the port of
Brest and the Pontanezen camp com¬

bined out o: nearly 800,000 men who
pas d through here during more than
fourteen months. He will claim that
never at any time has Fontane:: i

tfercone an epidemic or near-epidemic.
thousands of mer. passiçç

through the camp each day, the per¬
centage of illness per thousand men
in November, 1918, 2.11; in De¬
cember, 1.2; in January, 1.6; and in
the first fifteen clays of February, 1.4.

Majority Suffered From

Mumps or Bad Colds

The maje: :',y wi re Buffer ng from
mumps or bad cold.-:, and few
pneumonia. Influenza and pneumonia
cases were negligible.

Dr. permanent <?taff is
compose ti ictors. There
are seven others constan!
at the camp hospital, wti le each bat¬
talion or larger organization passing
through the camp include;; one or more

physicians, who work in conjunction
with the camp's permanen*

Dr. Datcher'3 report, if called for,
will show that men are sent, to the
hospital fer expert treatment at the
slightest indication of irregularity in
their health. Heavy colds or slight
fevers are enough to place men under
hospital observation. Contagious cases

are immediately isolated.
Another precaution Inaugurated sev¬

eral months ago against possible epi¬
demics here was the compulsory steri¬
lization of soldiers' mess tins after
meals. In every kitchen two repre¬
sentatives of the medical department
are constantly vigilant to see that the
men thoroughly cleanse their mess

Utensils in great pots of boiling water
.boiling soapy water first and then
clear water. No germ can escape.

Investigation Shows
Only Two Suicides
The Tribune correspondent has looked

into statements made in America
that many suicides resulted from the
terrible life the men wer« forced to
endure at the Pontanezen camp. A

,.: board thoroughly investigated
of supposed suicido dur¬

ing the last two months. Two cases

rly to be suicide, whiter the
board was unable to determine whether
the third was suicide or accidental
d<-ath. Two of these men were hos¬
pital patients.
The correspondent also visited the

tents in which the troops are quar¬
tered. Somo six or seven men occupy
each tent. The correspondent per¬
sonally inspected the quarters in a

driving rain this morning, asking of¬
ficers and men how the Pontanezen
camp impressed them, in view of the

m being made at home.

Men Satisfied With
Everything but Rain

N'o unfavorable criticism was heard.
On the other hand, the men expressed
satisfaction with everything except the
downpour of rain, which they were

charitable enough to admit was beyond
the power of General Smedley Butler
and his marine« to prevent. Every
company.a majority from the 106th
Infantry Regiment.had received their
schedule for meal hours, and had at¬
tended it« first meal at the jurent camp
kitchen within a block of the centre of
its camp.
One thousand five hundred mpr\ at¬

tending kitchen mess at. 12:30 o'clock
to-day stood in the ruin lens than fif¬
teen minuten before the entire body
had moved nto the grtiat dining hall
and were eating hot food. The men

wore waterproof slicker*. The entire
trip from th« company «treet« was
mud« either <>n duckboards or oh the,
stride sidewalks which flank the main
firent tond. Every man wi»h whom I
talked '¦./.!,;¦ fad on at >ii«
experience thus far at Fontamtzen.

Non - Hearst
Welcome Plan
Passes Senate

Continued from pnce 1

have been discharged from the staff
since February 3, when Frederick T.
Newell, an executive secretary. Cap¬
tain E. B. Gaston, secretary to the
Naval Committee, and a press agent
were dismissed.

The Upheaval Is Confirmed
At his home last night Mr. V

confirm« d rep« r1 oí the nphea\ al.
"It was al! arranged at a n

of the executivo committee in
Hall," he explained. "Simply the car¬
rying oui of a step which has been;

ling for some time."
G. Reid, chairman of the com-

mitte« 's exe imittee, Whalen
lined ing the ex-

the of
is understood, has totalled about $475
a wet k. Mr. Reid, the Mayor's 5« cretary,
explained, had not stopped
butions.

scutive committee de
Mr. Whalen said, "that there '.vas no
reason why a single citizen, no matter
how patriotic, should be subjected to
so large an expense, especially when
it wasn't entirely necessary. So we

decided to discontinuo the .Tiro force
and to call on city employes to help
out when ne« it interfer-
ing in any way with their duties to the

"The old force h.a.i been run ex¬
travagantly. We will i;" more econom¬
ical and will run the office just as ef¬
ficiently on a bu basis, I per¬
sonally expetc to tase charge."

Mr. Cochems announced last night
that he had no intention of giving up
his ¡'i o sition.
"George W. Loft, who is in charge

c :" t he pageant c wl ch was

arranging for the 27th's parade, made
me his personal repres t e when
he left for Havana," said he.

Says It Can't Be Dono
"Whalen hasn't the power lo fire me.

There might have been an executive
committee meeting to-day, bui !
there and knew nothing- of it, d«
tho fact that, as Mr. Loft's trepre-
sentative, I ought to have been told.
"He has made a m ¦¦

himself. I pi oj I
with him. I'm going to hold the fort.
I'll be on the job to-morrow, as usual,
and stick at it as acting head of the
parade committee and represen!
on the Mayor's committee of the
States Employment Service, another of
my multitudinous jobs, until Mr. Loft
tells me to quit.

"Fifty letters from Whalen won't
budge me. This is a public committee
appointed by the Mayor to dispatch
public functions. If partisanship is to
enter in and it is to be a private Hylan
employe affair, the people ought to
know about it. I'm standing pat."
Mr. Cochems gave some inkling of

the identity of at least, two of the city-
employes who are to be on the new
office staff. Tie said that on February
19 Mr. Whalen informed him that "Al"
Meehan, secretary to the Street Clean¬
ing Commissioner, and John Glennon,chief chirk at the Mayor's office, were
to be in charge of the work at the
committee offic<

Other Letters Passing
In a letter to the Mayor's secretary

the next day Mr. Cochems called atten¬
tion to a communication sent him on
February- .'i by Mr. Whalen, in which
the latter stated that the former foot¬
ball (»layer had been »elected to take
charge of the office by the "executive
committee."
"Whalen know he didn't, havi

power to force me out," continued Mr.
Cochems, "and so ne arranged this lit¬
tle executive committee meeting for
to-day so he could go through with it.
Well, I'm still there and will be on the
job to-morrow. I'm going to stick.
"The whole thing is a joke," he con¬

tinued. "They've cleaned out every¬
body who was doing any work, and, as
a matter of fact, the Mayor's commit¬
tee doesn't exist.. The only reason I'm
going through with this thin« is be¬
cause 1 want the truth revealed. Tho
committee ought to be doing a public
work for the people, regardless of par¬
tisan differences. Under Mayor Mit¬
chell régime, when 1 was director of
the speakers' bun an of the committee,
Í was asked to help in h is campaign.
And John Purroy Mïtchel'fl National
Defence Committee was so free of the
taint of partisanship that I turned
down that campaign job, because if I
hud accepted .' I'd have had to give Up
my work on the Mayor's committee."

Mr. Cochems said ho had informa¬
tion that only a few nv ¡nuera of the
executive commit!. present at
tho meeting yesterday. The Mayor's
secretary, how.-ver, declared last nightthat it was u "fuij meeting."

Letter From Whulen
Mr. Cochems, who last night gavetho first intimation of what was hap¬

pening on the sixth floor of tho Hull
of Records, where the committee main¬
tain!« an office, received a letter fromMr. Whalen yesterday announcing that
"at a meeting of the executive com-

of tho Mayor's Committee of
Welcome t., Home-coming Troops held
in the City Hall to-day power was
vested in the secretary of the commit¬
tee H direct all activities conducted in
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Discharged Officers of

Army Must Doff Uniforms

Not Allowed to Wear Them
After They Reach Home,

is Lutest Rulins
The Police Department was informed

yesterday of a ruling of the judge ad¬
vocate- of the Eastern Department that
officers disci from the army
should discard their uniforms at once

and that enl n should do like¬
wise after reaching their homos. Not
more than three months at the most,
the ruling continued, should bo con¬
sumed in r ome.

..There is no authority," the ruling
continued, ":'< r tir..- suggestii n that the

.; to wear the ui ¡form might in
certain cases continue for three
months after discharge or dismissal."

WASHINGTON, Feb. 24. The War
Department' or the wearing
of uniforms by discharged soldiers was
si tori ii as folb
"The present law authorizes a dis-

charged officer or soldier to wear his
uniform from the place of his dis¬

to his ome within i ree
B of the date of hi i discharge

from the service. Thereafter the of¬
ficer may wear his uniform only upon
occasion.'- of ceremony. The enlisted
man musl re! urn his uniform within
four months of the date of his dis¬
charge, but can wear it only ns stated
above
An act is pending before Congress

which would permit enlisted men to
keep tlrel r U
but onlv with distinctive insignia to be
Issued By the War Department.

Roosevelt Road Planned
Staff Correspondence

ALBANY, Feb. 24,.Construction of
a highway through the heart of New
York State to bo known as Roosevelt
Road is called for In a resolution, in¬
troduced o nighl by Assemblyman
¡.'rank Dobson, Republican, of Roches¬
ter. The resolution BBks the authori¬
ties nt Washington to provide that New
York's portion of the $20D,000,000
appropriated by Congress for road
building shall be used ths construc¬
tion of the Room ivclt Road.
Tho rond would follow n line from

Now York City along the Hudson
River, barge canal, New Veri- ''entrai.
Lake Shore ami M Ich Igen Southern rail¬
roads to the Pennsylvania border. The
resolution was refenod to the Ways
and Means Committee.

Schwab Comes
Home Enemy
Of Prohibition

Bethlehem Steel President
Returns From France on

Olympic With Soldiers
_

Urges Beer for Workers

Fears Enforcement of 4Dry'
Measure May Aggravate
the Spirit of Bolshevism

Charles M. Schwab, president of the
Bethlehem Steel Corporation and for¬
mer director general of the Emer¬
gency Fleet Corporation, came home
last night with nearly 6,000 American
soldiers on the White Star liner Olym-,
pic, after a brief visit to France.
On the run from Brest he shook the

hands of thousands of white and negro
soldiers who had used those hands in
beating down the enemy on the West¬
ern front.
The boys."your boys and my boys,"

he described them.had many "close-
up" talks with the steel maker during
the voyage. Mr. Schwab visited every'
quarter of the ship and spent many
hours with the returning fighters. He
sought their views of the war and the
industrial future of this country, and
when he came ashore last night he'
said ho would not have missed the:
trip for millions in dividends.

Housewife Urged to Economize
When the Olympic was in mid-At-

lantic a drnner was given by Captain
¡.'ayes to the saloon passengers. Mr.
Schwab spoke briefly on the necessity
for economies in the future.

"There is a great opportunity for
saving in the American home just
now," he said, "and that must be done
by the American housewife. I would
call the attention of the American
wife and mother to the thrift of the
French housewife.

"It is a matter of common knowl¬
edge throughout France that that na-
tion had in normal times millions of

"¦¦ to invest monthly in good se-
curities. This condition was brought
about largely through the saving ten-
dencies of tbj; French woman. The
greal economic 'problem confronting
America to-day is the economy of the
home. America's greatest economic
advancement to-day is entrusted to the
women.

"I have certainly come back with a
of extreme satisfaction with the

broad ideals of my own country. The
grand record of our officers and sol-
dlers gives me supreme satisfaction.
"Economic conditions in Germany

are bad. I am not familiar with con-
ditions as they exist in the heart of
the empire, but I know that the Ger-
mans aro putting up an exceedingly
bold front."

"Give Workingman His Beer"
He did not say the proposed prohibi¬

tion amendment had been a topic of
conversation between decks, but he de-
clared he was against prohibition and
was a devoted disciple of the doctrine,
"Give the workingman his beer."

"I don't drink myself," he said, "but
I am not in favor of prohibition. The
people abroad won't believe the law
will ever become effective. When you
begin to prohibit things the people af¬
fected are apt to resort to other meth-
ods to obtain what they want. The aver-

ag person throughout the world does
not like having his liberties interfered
with.
"With a measure such as this pro¬

hibition amendment put into force we

are likely to aggravate a spirit of
Bolshevism that exists in some classes
of working people. I am against pro¬
hibition, and believe the workingman
should have his beer."
He said that the United States was

confronted by an era of great pros-
perity.

"Ultimately, of course, American
iron and steel will be vital to the
upbuilding of Europe," he said, "but
that is a question for the future.
We shall need to keep our attention
fixed on our own development for
some time, and it will be an unusual
development, of that I feel certain.
There is a great period of prosperity
ahead for us right here In our own
country. I hope that some method
can be found for the legal regula¬
tion of all industry over the period
of transition.
While in France Mr. Schwab had a

brief meeting with Marshal Foch,
whom he described as the most mod¬
est big man he had ever met.

Foch Gives Fighters Credit
"The marshal speaks little English,"

he said, "and I speak less French, so

my visit was not a prolonged one.
Foch very neatly avoids any reference
to himself as a big factor in the big¬
gest of all wars, and instinctively
gives all the credit to the bone and
sinew that put his plans into execu¬
tion. He said to me: 'Mr. Schwab,
the whole army, all the armies of
the Allies, was like one great orches¬
tra which followed accurately and
carefully the direction of the con¬
ductor. I wielded the baton, and they
all obeyed, and did well, and like them
I was just part of the big orchestra.' "

Mr. Schwab said he was not sur¬

prised to learn by radio of the attempt
upon the life of th«i French Frcmier.
"Shortly before I left Fans," he

said. "I was talking with M. Clemen-
ceau's doctor and 1 told him I thought
his charge would he attacked some

Clemenceau "American, Too

"He seemed surprised," said Mr.
Schwab, "and then I explained that
the Premier was so poorly protected
that it would be easy for some un¬
balanced person to kill him. Clemen-
ceau is a great man. I regard him as

being just as much an American as he
is a Frenchman.
The steelmaker said he went away

January 1 of this year on -he George
Washington in the hope of getting a
better idea of conditions abroad with
the coming of peace. He crossed the
battlefields made glorious by American
blond and wns overjoyed to motor
along the banks of the Rhino and see
it held by American troops.

"I gather from those with whom I
talked in France," said Mr. Schwab,
"that the President has won for him¬
self and the American people the es¬
teem of Europe. He has done it by his
projects and his methods.
"Another man over in Paris just now

who has impressed mo most forcefully
is Bernard Baruch. lie seems to have
an exceedingly clear grasp of the whole
peace situation, and I am sure he will
be of great value as an adviser.

No Immediate Steel Boom
"My trip over the battlefields wae

made in a car lonned to me by General
Pershing, and under excellent direction

Second son of Baron abuji, a

member of the 1st Life Guards,
who was wounded twice during his
three years with the British army.
On September 1, 191e. before Cam¬
brai, he was hit in fourtc<>n places
by a high explosive shell. His left
leg was amputated.

I was able to see the en"-: mous de-
struction wroug ft by

"It is my -called
reconstruction of France and Bi g
cannot possibly be started for
time. I don't expect a great deal of
constructi« a for ire n and
steel for some time. TJltimatelj
come.

"I spent .' t Br ind had
lunch with the men. I was
favorably imnr-- camp,
and found the food excellent. Of
course Brest is not Fifth Av tug. It
is a place where things cannot be done
expeditiously, but what has been done
reflects great credit on those responsi¬ble."

Captain Astor Arrives
Among the saloon r on the

Olympic vas Captain John Jacob Astor,
second son of Baron Willi
Astor, and lost a leg at Cambrai
September I, 1918.

Captain Astor, a tall, spare man,walked ashore v
canes and braces attached to his
elbows. He had been in active service
on the Western Front for three and
one-half years ai was twi wounded.
"This wound which cost me the loss

of my left leg," he said, "occurred
about F p. m. on Se] I was
then with Battery 52
Garrison Artillery, known as the House
hold Siege Batt« ry, because it was
from the Household Cavalry, v
had commanded. The Germans were
endeavoring to drive us back, and were
keeping up an ince.

"I had become used to sheila whiz¬
zing about us, but I gave
one that dropped me. It was a hisrh
explosivo missile and charged heavilywith gas. It struck very close to me,killing one man and wounding two who
were near me.

Fifteen Wounds in Body
"My left leg was badly shattered, and

that night, in th ring mylife, they ampul I limb at an
evacuation hospital. They said theyfound fifteen wounds in my body and
discovered ad broken
my arm. After a month in a hospitalin Franco I was removed to England."¡aptain Astor said
to New York in twei After
transacting me bus ness ii
he will go to Palm Beach.

Captain Asti r was accompanied byhis wife, who was Lady ViQlet Minto,daughter of the late Earl Minto, Gov¬
ernor General of Canada and Viceroyof India.

Captain and Lady Astor were met atthe pier by Karl Minto, Lady *,'; ilet'sbrother, who inherited the title at the
death of his father.
Another traveller on the Olympic

was Rear Admiral W. H. G. Bullard.U. S. N., who had been in command ofthe American fleet operating in the
Adriatic. The waters of this sea, he
said, were still filled with mines and
vessels from all the Allied powers
were sweeping for them.
"The Italians." he said, "are doingthe greater part of the work, but we

are ail helping as best we can. There
were about ten or twelve of our de-
stroyers operating in the Adriaticwhen I left."

3,513 Enlisted Negroes
The Olympic left Brest February 1H

with 5,846 officers, men and civilian
war workers, including the 365th In¬
fantry complete. This organization
consisted of 124 officers and 3,515 en¬
listed negroes.
She warped into her ±j¿r against

a stiff ebb tide, and had a
starboard as ali of her soldier passen-
ger complement crowded tc the land
side to shout to the crowds thut
jammed the White Star pier.
The Olympic looked like a'huge black

craft as she steamed up tne river. Fif-
teen tugs helped push her into the
dock and the steam from this small
craft dulled the cheers of the liome-
comers. A band on the pier end ¿ot
little notice until it playod, "How Dry
I Am." Then there was a response
from thousands on the liner.

Cossack Colonel Aboard
Among the saloon passengers on the

Olympic was Joseph A. Steinmetz, of
the National Research Council; < oloncl
R. Koustem-Bek, a colonel of Russian
Cossacks, and the Very Lev. George
J. Waring, vicar general for the \t-
lantic seaboard and chancelloi to Bis-
hop Hayes of this city. He has been
on a trip of inspection in France, Bel-
gium and Italy, and conferred with
nearly all the Iioman Catholic chap-
lains in service.

Father Waring said he had seen
Father Duffy recently in France and
that the famous chaplain of the 69th
was in excellent ht^alth and spurts.

2,000 Troops And 600
Nurses on Vessels
Bound for New York

WASHINGTON. Feb. 24..-The cruise*
Frederick and the transports Cartage
and Sierra are on the way home with
about 2,000 troops and nearly 600
nurses.
The Frederick ia due at Now York

Saturday, the War Department an-

| nounced to-day, with forty officers and
1,500 men, comprising the following
units: Third Battalion Headquarters
and Companies I and D of 162d Infan-

j try, 95th, 103d. 465th, 835th and 1099th
aero s casual companies of
Tennessee, Indiana and Massachusetts
troops, Mobile Hospital No. 104 and a

detachment of the 81st Infantry Bri¬
gade Headquarters.
The Cartago is due at New York

March 6 with detachments from Base
ils Nos. 41 and 4-'i, in all two

officers. 5SS nurseä and five female
civilians.
The Sierra is expected to reach New

York March 5 with six convalescent de¬
tachments, 312th Ammunition Train
complete, most of which will go to
Camp Dix; a causual company of New
York troops and seventeen casual of-
ñcers.
The following organizations have

been assigned to early convoy: Brigade
¡arters. yOOth Battalion, Salvage

companies, 30,ist, 329th and 330th bat-
talions, a:! of the 305th Brigade Tank
Corps; the 99th Aero Squadron, Air
Service Casual Company No. 5 and
Evacuation Ambulance Company No. 24.

Major Root and Many /V. V.
Troops Make Neicport /Vetes
NEWPORT NEWS. Feo. 24- Maim

Elihu Root, jr., 998 Fifth .''venue, New
York City, was one of the several'Now
Yorkers who arrived to-day on the
transport Huron, fourteen days jut

from France, during which time she
was tossed about continuously by
storms. Major Root was an infantry
officer and saw active service on sev¬

eral important sectors of the Western
fron*.
Other New York officers who came

in on the Huron were Colonel Hubart
Brown. 310 West 79th Street and Chap¬
lain Joseph W. C. Cochran, Tappan, N.
Y. Both saw' active service. These

and .Major Root -ame back rm
orders. None of them have any id''a

when they will be discharged.
There were many New Yorkers n

14th Artillery, which organization
compristd most of the 2.900 officers an i
men'aboard the Huron. Men who ae¬

on the Huron tell of battling the
elements for fourteen da,-s. The trans¬
port ran into rough weather the day

Nazaire and encountered
until she came into Hamp¬

ton Roads to-day.

"Y" Secretary Home
After Front Line
Service in Battle

F. W. Ryan, One of 35 Work-
crs Who Became Casual-
tie? Acting as Stretcher
Bearers in Argonne Affair

Serving as an overseas Y. M. C. A.
secretary during the great war

meant acting as occasional stretcher
bearer, department store assistant,
athletic director and laundryman, ac¬

cording to Frank W. Ryan, who also
found that it meant service under fire
and an opportunity to inhale German

poison gas.
Mr. Ryan, who is lame and hardly

in the, physical condition one might
expect to find on the firing line, said
that none of the secretaries he had

objected to these "trifles" and
were glad of the op¬

portunity to show that the "Y" act-
ually was doing its part in the war.

He was one of thirty-five "Y" secre¬

taries who required hospital treatment
after t ing in the Argonne
Forest. In peace time he was an auto¬
mobile accessory dealer in New York
City.
"We were with the soldiers from

the Kar ".Yes* in the 91st Division,''
said Mr. Ryan, "on September 26, when
they wont over the top at Very, Vaten-

Cheppy, Grand Pré. and Montfau-
con. Ten of us were selected from the
ranks of 'Y' secretaries to serve as

her bearers, and all of our trucks
v.'i'r commandeered for use as ambu¬
lances. Ina way both of these things
;.. de I the Y. M. C. A. to overcome the
obstacles which we had to surmount

..: tire men during the heavy
ng.

"As stretcher bearers we were able
to get nearer to the front lines than
would otherwise have been pi
and our trucks were able to return

lies after they had gone to
the rear with wounded soldiers. In
five weeks we succeeded in getting up
$50,000 worth of supplies to the 91st
alone for tree distribution to the men
going into battle and to those who
wero being carried back.
"When the division was relieved and

sent to Revigny for a rest only seven
of our number were able to continue
in ac*. ce. Several of the 'Y'
men were decorated for their bravery
under fire and all were highly com-
mended by the French and American

tary leaders.
"The American people need have no

fear that the money which they sub¬
scribed for war service is not being
well expendo i. I find this view most
pronounced among men like myself,
who have religious preferences quite
different from those on which the Y.
M. C. A, is fou ided.
"There were several of us in 'Y'

uniform in the 91st, too old and lame
and halt to be accepted for n
service, who left our business to go

as to stand by the younger men.
rirr.il the 'Y' increased our overseas
expense allowance in November from
$60 to $85 a month most of us didn't
have enough loose change to pay for
having our laundry done outside. I
did my own washing for three months
and had plenty of company at the
task."

Court Martial Bill Passes
Permits Army Commanders to

Act on Sentences
WASHINGTON, Feb. 24..Without a

record vote the Senate to-day passedthe House bill amending the articlesof war so as to authorize army com¬
mand!: g 'v cera in the field or terri¬
torial departments or divisions to miti¬
gate or remit sentences imposed bv
court martial. Under the preaithis can be done only bv the Pre
This measure was recommended byGeneral Pershing. Another bill is pend¬ing for general revision of court mar
tia! procedure to correct abuses which
have been disclosed during the war.

Bill to Prohibit Smokes
For Children Under 18

Staff CorrcsponocTicts
ALBANY, Feb. 24..Children undereighteen years of age, instead of six¬

teen, as at present, would be prohibit¬ed from smoking in public under a billintroduced to-night by Asaemblvman
Edward S Everett, Republican, of St.
Lawrep.ee County.
Senator Join J, Dunnigan, Democrat,of The Bronx, introduced n hill desig-nating November 11 us a holiday, to beknown us Feace Day.

Ships Picked
To Brine Home
27th Division
Leviathan Will Start With

Vanguard of New Yorkers
From Brest, Officials Hear

Others to Leave Quickly
Actual Dates of Sailing and

Arrivals Are Withheld by
the War Department
The first home-bound contingent of

the 27th Division is now on the ocean
and New York probably will have op¬
portunity to cheer the arrival in port
of General O'Ryan's en1 md
by March 14, it was announced yester¬
day.

Lieutenant Colono! J. Leslie Kincaid,
head of the committee of officers sent
in advance to arrange for the arrival
of the division, said that if the clean¬
ing up process at nearby campa was
not unexpectedly delayed, the ent
New York division should be prepared
to parade in this city March I".

Colonel Kineaia received word yes¬
terday that the steamship Rochambeau,
with 1,000 New Yorkers of the
division on boa from Havre
February 1? and is expected to reach
port March 1. Major Genera! David S.
Shanks, commander of the port of de-
barkation, said he had been notified
that the remainder of the 27tb Division
would bo brought home on the steam-
ers Leviathan. Mauretania, Harrisburg,
Louisville, Agamemnon and Fannonia.
If these vessels leave a French port
March 2, 3 and 4, as has beer, forcea
by advices from Washington, they"
should arrive here liefere March l 5.
If the slower vessels are dispatched
first the units of the division should
arrive practically at the same time.
Brest probably would be the port or
departure for all the un ta, officers of

! the division said, because of the diffi
culty cf the Leviathan in enteringother French harbors.
As soon as the vess« is arrive, the

men will be taken to Camps Mills andMerritt for medica! and delousing. Colonel Kincaid said, andshould be ready to return to thiawithin three or four daysThe troops on the Rochambeau in-elude 69 officers of various organiza¬tions of the division, hea ¡quarters,field and staff officers of the I02dEngineers and the band and CompaniesA, B, C and D, of that organizar.with the ordnance and sanitary de¬tachments and the en' neertrain. Of the engineer
and 913 men are New V
275 of the men come
Major William Lane :-,.<\Engineers said that

a regiment were ready to m-bark and might be s« nl beforethe main body of
Will See Relatives !

The first close and
j ing to the returning her
from the families of th«
selves. This was arranged a'
ence betwetn Major
and Colonel Kincaid, Ma
Captain Kent, adjutaInfantry. Dcbarkal on oil
the men to see their fan with 1least possible delaythe army camps will be
every way. fort
loted to the cont
beau.

Colonel Kincaid
range to billet the men at armori«"1
here. A proposal to

imbeau al
Armory, on Washington

remai nder of the
was broached by him to G
: terday, but was
¡.roved. Fina! den-
aivision at the arm- r
gested, but it is proh t
will be selected for this puip

Governor to Greet < haplain
Father Francis A. Kelly, of Chicajj

one of the chaj
left yesterday for Albany, wb<
and Lieutenant Edwa
Brooklyn, will be welcoi

r Smith and a c-
lators and citizens.
address a slon of the
ture to-morrow.

ilonel Kincaid has written Mayof various New York cities to tader advisement plans for providtransportation to members of the dsion, who have been w<
turned already to their thaithey may parade with th "a oftheir organizations in New \
He also asked to be advisedplans, had been made by the dmunicipalities to welcome the return¬ing men.

Brooklyn Boys Start
Home From Brest on

Transport Leviathan
The remainder of the 106th Regi-

ment and-'áil of the 105th. composed
largely vrf Brooklj n
the way home to-day. A c'¬
eut of "The Brook " cabled
yesterday that th;- men
board the Leviathan, al
set this evening : vould benosing I er waj
toward the U. S. A.
The men wore happy y

appearanc" of veteran campaignersthe pink «if condition as I
the at convejLeviathan, three miles oui restHarbor. The entire brigade, c
ed by General De Bi
Levia'

It did rot take the news long to
spread through Brooklyn yesterday.And Brooklyn became just asbroad as th<> ones over in Brest. Brook-lynites becran to compíete pians for thebig day when the Lev un'han arrives.The-.e promotions lately have

¡made in the 106th Infantry: CaptaFrancia Jaeckel, Ames Brown ar.d N.'I.arsen to majors: First LieutenantsWaldemar Busing, Erdman Drandt andYork W. I'.rennan to captains; SecondLieutenant« Harold C. de Loisell andRaymond McMurray to first Heutenj ants.
2.898 More Soldiers

Land at ISetcport Metrs
NEWPORT NEW?, Va., Feb. 24..The

transport Huron arrived from France
to-day with 2,898 soldiers. They In¬
cluded the entire 45tb Coast ArtilleryCorps, forty-five officers and 1,691 men,
and nine casual compan.es composedof men from Western states. PrivateCecil B. llollandsworth was killed InBtantly on deck by being dashedagainst a cabin by a wave.


